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career in the service of her country and re-
flect great credit upon herself, the United 
States Army, and the Department of De-
fense. 
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CONGRATULATING THE TOWN OF 
COLLIERVILLE, ‘‘AMERICA’S 
BEST MAIN STREET’’ 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise 
today to congratulate the Town of Collierville, 
TN on winning Parade Magazine’s ‘‘America’s 
Best Main Street’’ contest. Over 2,000 main 
streets were nominated and ultimately trimmed 
down to the best 16 representatives. The final-
ists faced off in a bracket-styled competition 
that demonstrated not only Collierville’s beauty 
and livability, but also the dedication and pride 
of the citizens of the Town of Collierville. 

The history of Collierville dates back to 
1836, when Jessie Collier divided his farm into 
lots and posted an advertisement that lots 
were for sale in the Town of Collier. Originally 
incorporated in 1850, Collierville was the 
scene of a bloody Civil War battle the featured 
famed Union General William T. Sherman. 
Following war and reconstruction, Collierville 
was re-incorporated in 1870 with a pictur-
esque downtown square with the town’s busi-
nesses surrounding it. The Square’s iconic ga-
zebo today serves as the focal point of annual 
fairs, festivals, and political activities with the 
ever-changing colors of the season the back-
drop. The Town of Collierville’s Historic Town 
Square doubles as the business and social 
center of the town, playing host to a wide 
array of small businesses and local res-
taurants that exemplify what small-town Amer-
ica is all about. 

From inception to war, from cotton to dairy, 
from the industrial revolution to information 
age, the Town of Collierville has maintained its 
southern tradition and charm. The voters of 
Parade Magazine could not have made a bet-
ter choice and I am indeed privileged to rep-
resent the Town of Collierville. On behalf of 
Tennessee’s 8th Congressional District, I con-
gratulate the Town of Collierville on winning 
Parade Magazine’s ‘‘America’s Best Main 
Street’’ contest. 
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HIGHLIGHTING THE VALUE OF 
TOURISM THROUGH LITERATURE 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor two outstanding English professors for 
their innovative contributions toward promoting 
tourism through literature. 

First, Professor Mary S. Palmer’s short story 
‘‘Raisin’ Cain’’ recently won the Southeastern 
Literary Tourism Initiative Tourism Writing 
Contest Award. 

Professor Palmer’s story highlighted the 
family-friendly nature of Mobile’s Mardi Gras 
and was published online at the Southeastern 
Literary Tourism Initiative’s website. The story 

includes photos and tourism links at the end 
so readers can learn how to visit the real 
Mardi Gras parades and other nearby Mobile 
attractions included in the inspiring story. 

I also want to recognize Dr. Sue Walker 
who currently teaches tourism writing to sev-
eral of her English classes at the University of 
South Alabama in Mobile, Alabama. 

Dr. Walker is using the examples of tourism 
writing from this initiative to challenge her stu-
dents to compose original short works of lit-
erature that encourage their readers to visit 
the actual places included in the stories. 

Mr. Speaker, on Alabama’s Gulf Coast, we 
know just how important tourism is to our local 
economies. I proudly support any effort to en-
courage tourism in our region, and I especially 
applaud innovative methods in the classroom, 
like tourism writing. Professor Palmer and Dr. 
Walker have found a unique way to highlight 
the heritage and culture of South Alabama 
while providing an enriching experience for 
their students. 

I hope my colleagues in the House will in-
vite their state’s writers and teachers to take 
a look at what is going on in Mobile and con-
sider ways to incorporate these types of col-
lege courses into their curriculum, and in turn, 
highlight their state’s unique tourism attrac-
tions. 

I will be honored to present Professor Palm-
er with the 2014 SELTI Tourism Fiction Award 
on October 15 at the Mobile Carnival Mu-
seum, and I am excited to highlight these 
types of innovative teaching methods. 
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A DAY TO HONOR ‘‘ROSIE THE 
RIVETER’’ 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, 
along with my friend and colleague GEORGE 
MILLER, to honor the important contributions of 
women on the Home Front during World War 
II. 

During World War II, 6 million women en-
tered the workforce nationwide, increasing the 
female percentage in the workforce from 27 
percent to 37 percent. Women replaced men 
in many traditionally male jobs as men en-
listed in active military service. They worked 
as riveters, welders, electricians, and 
draftsmen, among others. 

Working women during World War II set the 
stage for working women today. African Amer-
ican women overcame long-held policies of 
discrimination and made significant contribu-
tions to the war effort by working in the ship-
yards and in supporting the Home Front. Fed-
eral, state, and local public and private agen-
cies coordinated efforts to develop child care 
programs for working mothers. 

Today, the image of ‘‘Rosie the Riveter’’ and 
the phrase ‘‘We Can Do It’’ have come to 
symbolize women’s empowerment. 

On October 24, 2000, the Rosie the Riveter- 
World War II Home Front National Historical 
Park Establishment Act of 2000 was enacted 
into law. As we approach the anniversary of 
that date, we ask that you take time on that 
day to honor the important contributions of 
women on the Home Front during World War 
II. 

HONORING THE CITY OF 
THOUSAND OAKS 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize the City of Thousand 
Oaks as it celebrates 50 years as a thriving 
and prosperous municipality in Ventura Coun-
ty, California. I would like to congratulate the 
city, along with its residents, on this momen-
tous milestone. 

The City of Thousand Oaks was incor-
porated on October 7th, 1964, and was 
named for the beautiful and bountiful oak trees 
that are the hallmark and symbol of the city to 
this day. In the early years of its incorporation, 
nearly 20,000 people lived within the 14.28 
square miles that was Thousand Oaks. 

Since its incorporation, Thousand Oaks has 
developed into a flourishing community, grow-
ing to 56 square miles with over 127,000 resi-
dents. This successful expansion is due to col-
laborative partnerships among city administra-
tors and involved citizens working towards a 
vision to create a family-oriented community. 

Additionally, city officials have done an out-
standing job to maintain the healthy growth of 
this community, while conserving and inte-
grating the natural beauty that surrounds 
Thousand Oaks through its development. Over 
the last 50 years, more than 15,000 square 
acres of land have been designated as ‘‘Open 
Space,’’ including more than 75 miles of trails 
that have been protected to ensure that resi-
dents of the city today can enjoy the same 
beauty that the Chumash Native Americans 
experienced hundreds of years ago. 

While this natural acreage gives our com-
munity the best of nature, another source of 
pride is the Civic Arts Plaza, which is a jewel 
of cultural arts. Thousand Oaks has become a 
beacon for our region featuring world-class en-
tertainment, musicals, concerts, children’s 
shows, ballets, and much more. In addition, 
some of the city’s most impressive accom-
plishments have come in the realm of infra-
structure improvements, which have signifi-
cantly enhanced the quality of life and ensured 
the mobility of its residents and businesses. 

Over the last five decades, the City of Thou-
sand Oaks has grown into an exceptional and 
premiere community that has been recognized 
for being one of the most desirable places in 
all of California to live, work, recreate, and 
raise a family. It is my sincere pleasure to 
congratulate the City of Thousand Oaks on 
their 50th anniversary! 
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RECOGNIZING REVEREND DR. 
JAMES CHERRY, SR. OF AENON 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, 
UPON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay homage to the life and ministry of the 
Reverend Dr. James Cherry, Sr. Reverend 
Cherry is the long-serving, revered and ac-
complished pastor of the highly regarded 
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